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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 


DEPUTY INVOLVED-HIT SHOOTING EVALUATION 


UNIT: Lennox Station 

DATE: May 6, 2009 

TIME: 0306 hours 

LOCATION: BB Saint Andrews Place, Los Angeles, CA 90047 
URN#: 009-04673-0373-055 

1АВ#: SH2243273 


NATURE OF INCIDENT: 


On Wednesday, May 6, 2009, Sergeants Jimmy Rios and Jack Ramirez of the Internal 
Affairs Bureau (IAB) responded to BS. Saint Andrews Place, Los Angeles, 
regarding a Deputy Involved Shooting, involving Lennox Station Deputies Cheshier and 

JAB Lieutenant Scott Brickert responded to the incident and checked to see if 
the Watch Commander, Sergeant Michael Inge, took reasonable steps to ensure the 
involved and witness personnel did not discuss the incident among themselves or with 
uninvolved persons prior to being interviewed by the assigned investigators, and the 
involved and witness personnel did not collectively consult with their attorney or 
representatives. In addition, Lieutenant Brickert checked to see if the watch 
commander attempted to have involved and witness personnel gather in the company 
of a supervisor, until they provided a statement to the assigned investigators. 
Sergeants Gilbert Anderson, Gean Okada, Richard Garcia, and Detectives Frank 
Salerno, Louie Aguilera and Mitchell Robison from Homicide Bureau were on scene to 
conduct the criminal investigation. 


The summary of this incident is based on physical evidence collected at the scene by 
Les Angeles Sheriff's Department Crime Lab personnel, as well as the information 
obtained from interviews of the involved employees and witnesses, whose individual 
statements are contained in the Homicide Bureau case package (Refer to Exhibit A). 


On May 6, 2009, at approximately 0303 hours, Lennox Station Deputies es] 


Cheshier and Richard DiGiovanni Unit 31A, and Deputies 
| Е and —  ) FE ШШ Unit along with Sergeant Michael 


Strickland Unit 30S, responded to a "burglary now" call at S. Saint 
Andrews Place, in the unincorporated County area of Los Angeles. 
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The units positioned themselves near the residence, and Deputy Cheshier observed 
two suspects, later identified as Suspect Danny James and Subject 1 

He saw Suspect Danny James reaching into a southeest bedroom window and 
receiving an object from Subject Deputy Cheshier ordered the suspect and 
subject to stop, causing both to run west and jump over a cinder block wall. Deputy 
Cheshier saw Sergeant Strickland run toward his direction, so he initiated a foot pursuit 
of the suspect and subject into the rear yard of the location. The suspect and subject 
ran north through the yard and climbed over another block wall. He terminated his 
short foot pursuit and advised assisting units via his portable radio. 


Moments later, Suspect James climbed back over the wall. Deputy Cheshier saw the 
suspect reach into his waistband area and pull out a pistol. He told him to stop, but he 
did not comply with his command. Fearing for his safety, Deputy Cheshier fired three 
rounds at Suspect Danny James. 


Deputy ran to the location from his position of containment and saw the suspect 
and subject climb over the wall. He saw Subject ШШ uo in a northeast direction. 
He saw Suspect Danny James climb back over the wall and then heard three gunshots. 
He saw the suspect through an open gate and ordered the suspect to show his hands. 
The suspect did not comply with his order. Fearing for Deputy Cheshier’s safety, he 
fired one round at the suspect. 


Suspect Danny James was treated for gunshot wounds by Los Angeles County Fire 
Department Paramedics from Engine #14, under the command of Captain Burnett. He 
was transported to Harbor General Hospital where he was treated for his injuries. 
INVOLVED PERSONNEL: 


CHESHIER, CASEY, Deputy Sheriff, 0 
Lennox Station, Field Operations Region II 


ШЕШШ... Short, EN 


Lennox Station, Field Operations Region II 
EMPLOYEE WORK HISTORY: 


CHESHIER, CASEY, Deputy Sheriff, EE 
Lennox Station, Field Operations Region II 


Date of Employment: July 20, 2000 

Date Assigned to Patrol: Ir a |] 
Completed Patrol Training: | 
Prior Shooting Incidents: Г] 


Prior Founded Force Incidents: Ш 
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Deputy Sheriff, 
Lennox Station, Field Operations Region Il 


Date of Employment 


Date Assigned to Patrol Е] 
= 


Completed Patrol Training 
Prior Shooting Incidents 
Prior Founded Force Incidents 


SUSPECT: 


James, Danny, МВ/18, DOB 09-23-1990. 6'02", 190lbs., Black/Brown 
Booking # Сл. ЕВІ 


Suspect James’ criminal history consisted of ШЕНЕ 
mmm — Л ҥш ы 


Раде 127-128. 


INVOLVED DEPUTY WITNESSES: 


ООУ: i. Richard, Deputy Sheriff 
Deputy Sheriff # 
Strickland, Michael, Sergeant 


NON-DEPARTMENT WITNESSES: 


FB/25 
FB/77 
INJURIES: 


Sworn Personnel: 


Sergeant Strickland injured his left hand when he fell onto the ground. He did not 
receive any medical treatment for his injury. 


Suspect: 


Suspect Danny James received gunshot wounds to his left biceps area, left index 
finger, and left thigh area. He was treated by Los Angeles County Fire Paramedics 
from Engine Co. #14, under the command of Capiain Burnett at the scene for his 
wounds and was transported by McCormick Ambulance to Harbor General Hospital, 
where he was treated by Dr. Ratanaproeska. 
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PHYSICAL EVIDENCE: 


Refer to Homicide case book, Exhibit A, pages 90-103, for information regarding 
evidence obtained and processed. 


WEATHER AND LIGHTING CONDITIONS: 
This incident occurred during night time hours. The weather was a cold and clear night. 
WEAPONS USED BY SUSPECT: 


The pistcl held by Suspect James was found to be a plastic water gun. The plastic 
water gun was located on the grass near the northwest corner of the back yard. 


IAB Note: Homicide Sergeant Gean Okada spoke to the resident _ | 

on August 31, 2010, regarding the plastic water pistol 
recovered outside the residence next to the suspect. Ms. Bl stated 
the water gun and the rabbit type purse depicted in the photograph 
belonged to her EE She stated those items normally are kept 
inside her home. She did not know if those items were left outside the 
evening prior to the shooting. Exhibit B is a photocopy of a photograph 
depicting the water gun and the rabbit type purse. 


PROPERTY DAMAGE: 


The northwest side entry door, which led to the kitchen area, was bent and pulled away 
from the exterior wall. After the shooting, the deputies utilized a pick and ram to gain 
entry into the house to look for additional suspects/victims. No bullet holes or impacts 
were observed by Scientific Services Bureau Firearms Examiner Edmund Anderson. 
(Exhibit A, refer to page 114 ). 


CHARGES FILED: 


On May 8, 2009, the following charges, under Case# YA074994, were filed against 
Suspect Danny James: 69 P.C., two counts of 459 P.C., 273(a) P.C., and 496(a) P.C. 
His trial begins on 09-26-10 regarding ail of his charges. 


On December 20, 2009, an additional 459 P.C. charge under Case# BA366293, under 
#508-08909-0332-062, was filed against Suspect Danny James. 


On May 8, 2009, the following charges, under Case# YA074994, were filed against 


Suspect И 17350 (а) H.S., two counts of 459 P.C., 273(a) P.C., and 
496(a) P.C. 


On May 6, 2008, detained petitions for 459 P.C. were filed at Los Padrinos Juvenile 
Court against both subjects, ШИШ P and —— ЖШ 
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WEAPON USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL: 


Deputy Casey Cheshier: 

Service Weapon- Beretta, 92FS (Serial Number BER Double Action 
Semi-Automatic Pistol, 9mm Luger). 

Type Of Ammunition- Winchester Ranger SXT 9mm Luger ammunition. 
Ammunition- Three rounds fired and thirteen left in the magazine. 

Shell Casings- Three 9mm cartridges were located at the scene. 

Date Employee Last Qualified: (Mobile Range): 

Date Last Trained With Weapon: 


Deputy Cheshier’s weapon was examined, test fired, and found to be functional by 
Firearms Examiner Edmund Anderson с the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department Scientific Services Bureau, Firearms Identification Section. Lab Receipt 
Number K100434-35. (Refer to Exhibit A, Homicide Book page 115). 


Deputy BEBE 

Service Weapon- Beretta, 92FS (Serial Number ВЕА Double Action 
Semi-Automatic Pistol, 9mm Luger). 

Type Of Ammunition- Winchester Ranger SXT 9mm Luger ammunition. 
Ammunition- One round fired and fifteen left in the magazine. 

Shell Casings- One 9mm cartridge was located at the scene. 

Date Employee Last Qualified: (Mobile Range): 

Date Last Trained With Weapon: 


Deputy EE weapon was examined, test fired, and found to be functional by 
Firearms Examiner Edmund Anderson ИР the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department, Scientific Services Bureau, Firearms Identification Section. Lab Receipt 
Number K100434-35. (Refer to Exhibit A, Homicide Book page 115). 


INVOLVED DEPUTIES’ STATEMENTS: 


Deputy Casey Cheshier, AE was interviewed by Homicide Investigators 
Sergeants Okada and Anderson on May 6, 2009 at 1104 hours. Sergeants Scott Hill 
and Jimmy Rios of Internal Affairs Bureau interviewed him on August 5, 2010, at 
approximately 1043 hours. The following is a summary of the IAB interview. 


Deputy Cheshier was assigned as Lennox Unit 31A working with his partner, Deput 
Richard DiGiovanni. They were working the early morning shift, which о MEN 
hours. They were assisting оп а сг! when they were given the handle on а 
"burglary now" call at 117th Street and Saint Andrews Place. Deputies 

and Sergeant Strickland responded to the location. Prior to arriving at the location, they 
requested an aero unit and coordinated the call on the L-TAC frequency with the 
assisting units. He assigned them a tactical position. He and Deputy DiGiovanni 
shared the duties of coordinating the call with the assisting units. 
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Upon arriving at the location, Deputy Cheshier noticed the only area not covered in the 
containment was the south side of the location. He advised Deputy DiGiovanni and 
Sergeant Strickland he was going re-position himself on the street east of the location 
in order to observe the rear of the location. As he positioned himself next to a parked 
car, he saw one of the suspects placing a flat screen television on the grass, while a 
second suspect had a portion of their body inside a window of the residence. The 
suspects were taking a computer tower out through the window. 


The second suspect had her feet coming out of the window first and she was laying on 
her stomach. He made this observation from approximately 25 to 30 yards. He was 
utilizing the tactical light on his weapon to make this observation. He gave the suspect 
verbal commands to show their hands and to get on the ground. He notified his 
assisting units via his portable radio on the "direct" frequency of his observations. The 
suspects did not comply with his verbal command and ran west over a small fence and 
continued north. 


Deputy Cheshier advised his assisting units the suspects were running via his radio and 
verbally. He saw Sergeant Strickland running toward his position, so he initiated a short 
foot pursuit of the suspects. Upon arriving at the window, where the suspects exited, 
he conducted a tactical clearing of the window, so he would not be attacked or shot by 
additional suspects still inside the location. Upon arriving at the west wall, he looked 
over the wall and he could see the suspects jumping the north fence. 


He did not know how far Sergeant Strickland followed him, because his focus was on 
the suspects running and communicating the information to his assisting units. He 
estimated the foot pursuit lasted only a few seconds. He did not advise he was in a foot 
pursuit, because it happened so quickly. He advised his assisting units the suspects 
were now heading north over the wall. He did not follow the suspects over the north 
wall, because he didn’t want to place himself in a cross fire situation. He maintained his 
containment position at the rear of the yard. 


IAB NOTE: Refer to Exhibit C, which is an audio disc containing 
radio transmissions from the incident. 


Deputy Cheshier heard Deputy giving the suspects verbal commands. The male 
suspect jumped back over the wall within 5-10 seconds and landed on his feet facing 
west. 


The following excerpt is from the interview with Deputy Cheshier with IAB investigators 
describing this portion of the interview: 


Cheshier: He landed facing westbound toward like the dark gate, right where the 
pen is at, so I'm looking at him at his left shoulder and he immediately 
went for his waistband and started pulling the pistol out of his waistband. 
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Rios: Okay, so he's...when he pulis his pistol out of his waistband, does he run 
back toward you or, or is he gonna run westbound? 

Cheshier: No, he just starts to turn toward me. He doesn't start running any which 
way. He lands facing the gate, starts pulling the pistol out and turning 
toward me. That's when I engaged him. 

Rios: How far of a distance were you when he was pulling the weapon out of his 
waistband? If you can recall. 

Cheshier: About ten feet. | was in between the house and the garage. 

Rios: And you said you were within 10 feet of him as he was running back 
toward you or...? 

Cheshier: No, when he landed ‘cause | wasn't going to go any farther north than in 
between the houses. When he landed and tumed to face me he was 
probably 10 feet away. | wasn't, | was no longer closing distance on him. 
] was holding my position on him. 

Rios: There's like these windows right here, are the windows to this garage? Is 
there a garage right next to him? 

Cheshier: This is the garage right here sir. This is the main residence. 

Rios: So were you up against this detached garage area or were you up against 
the main residence? 

Cheshier: ] was up against the detached garage on this side. 

Rios: Was there any cover there? If you can recall. 

Cheshier: |, | don't remember. 

Rios: When he starts pulling this weapon out of his waistband, did you give him 
any commands? 

Cheshier: At that point, I, it happened so fast no, | don't think i did. 

Rios: And, and you actually saw the weapon coming out of his waistband? 

Cheshier: Yeah, | saw the pistol grip and upper frame portion. 

Rios: And you were utilizing once again your, your flashlight on your weapon? 

SHOOTING EVALUATION SH 2243273 


Page 7 of 18 


Cheshier: 


Yes, sit. 


Rios: Okay. Did he say anything to you? 

Cheshier: Мо. 

Rios: The, the back of the, orthe west of this house was there any type of porch 
light or was there any type of lights at all? 

Cheshier: 1 remember a motion light over the porch, you can't see it іп the photo, the 
door that they breached, [ remember a motion light right there. 

Rios: There was a motion light? 

Cheshier: But! don't remember if it was on when | engaged him or not. 

Rios: But you could clearly see that he was pulling a weapon out of his 
waistband? 

Cheshier: Yes. 

Rios: You say you shot three times? 

Cheshier: Yes, sir. 

Rios: Why did you only shoot three times? 

Cheshier: That was all | needed to drop ihe weapon and fall to the ground. 

Rios: So after you shot three times you reassessed? 

Cheshier: Yes. 

Rios: Your target? 

Cheshier: Reassessed апа | know | did a tactical reload. 1, | don't, | know | 
assessed. | levered down, | heard another round go off. 1 made sure who 
was there and | did my tactical reload and | started putting out the 
broadcast. 

Rios: So you reloaded after your, after your initial three shots? 

Cheshier: Absolutely, yes. 
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Rios: But you didn't shoot any further? 

Cheshier: No. 

Rios: Did you put out that you were, that you had been involved in a shooting? 
Cheshier: Yes, sir. 

Rios: At what point? 

Cheshier: Right after І did my tactical reload and assessed. 

Rios: And that was before your partner shot or after your partner shot? 
Cheshier: After. 

Rios: How long after you shot did you hear an additional shot? 


Cheshier: Maybe a second. It was real quick. As he, he fell back against the wall 
and rolled toward the gate and then | heard the next round go off. 


Rios: Did you hear any verbal commands after you shot or during your 
shooting? 


Cheshier: 1 don’t remember hearing much, until that round goes off, that, ‘cause | 
wasn't expecting that fourth round to go off from Deputy ЖЕШ It was not 
one, | don’t remember hearing my rounds at all, but that round was 
deafening. | wouldn't be able to tell you... 


Rios: It was pretty loud then? 
Cheshier: That, that | remember hearing. From the point | engaged him until the 
point that the last round went off, | don't really remember hearing 


anything. 


Deputy Cheshier assessed the situation, and he initiated a radio broadcast he was 
involved in а shooting and the suspect was down. 


IAB NOTE: Refer to Exhibit C, audio disc of radio transmissions. 
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The suspects (Suspect [Mand Subject ——. car were 
also detained, but he did not have any contact with them. Deputy and possibly 
another deputy assisted him by dragging the suspect through the gate and behind a 
truck on the street because the residence was still unsecured with people in the house. 
The fire department was staged and additional units arrived to assist. Deputy 

and Deputy Cheshier took a position behind his radio car, while a team of deputies 
made entry into the residence to clear the house. Afterthe location was secured, he 
was transported back to Lennox Station. 


Deputy Cheshier stated he never breached the wall area where Deputy J vas 
standing. He was back behind the northeast corner of the detached garage and he and 
Deputy Ml vere never in a cross fire position. He described his backdrop to be a 
cinder block wall 


Deputy Cheshier described the lighting conditions as dark, but he utilized his tactical 
light on his weapon for illumination. 


IAB NOTE: Exhibit D is photo disc depicting Deputy Cheshier's 
weapon with the tactical light attached. Refer to Exhibit A, for the 
transcribed interview of Deputy Cheshier on pages 156-177 of 
the Homicide Book. Transcriptions of both interviews 

submitted with this caso. The recorded interview is listed 

under Job #29720. 


Deputy BEEN 4B was interviewed by intemal Affairs Bureau Sergeants 
Jimmy Rios and Scott Hill on August 3, 2010, at 1045 hours, at the Internal Affairs 
Bureau, interview room #A. 


Deputy [was working early ag shift on May 6, 2009, and was assigned as 


32B working with his partner, Deputy They responded to a “burglary 
now" cali, where they were the assisting unit on the call. The handling unit coordinated 
the call on the L-TAC radio frequency on the way to the call, and assigned them a 
position west of the location. 


Upon arriving at the scene, he exited his vehicle and advanced to the comer of 
Ruthelen and 117" Street, just a couple of feet from his patrol car. Deputy 
began to walk south on Ruthelen to get a view of the rear of the location 


Upon positioning himself at the corner, he heard radio traffic indicating the suspects 
were running north. He closed his containment position and ran up toward the location, 
when he saw two suspects jump over the fence. He was within 15 to 20 feet from 
where the suspects jumped over the fence. He gave them verbal commands to 

get on the ground. The suspects looked in his direction, and one suspect ran in a 
northeas: direction and the other suspect jumped back over the fence. 
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Knowing Deputy Cheshier was in the rear yard of the location he made his way toward 
the gate, when he heard two to three gunshots. He also heard Deputy Cheshier say, 
“Отор the gun." 


Deputy MM positioned himself on the west side of the fence and he could see the 
suspect near the wail through the open gate, which was ajar approximately four to five 
feet. He could not see the suspect's hands, which were inside his waistband and under 
his sweatshirt. He gave the suspect a verbal command to stop moving and to show his 
hands; the suspect did not comply. Fearing the suspect was still trying to shoot from 
underneath his sweatshirt and fearing the suspect was going to shoot at Deputy 
Cheshier again, he shot at the suspect once. After he shot once, he reassessed, 
because the suspect's hands came out of his waistband area. 


Deputy г not using a flashlight, but was utilizing his tactical “Surefire” light, 
which was attached to his gun. He believed a porch light was on, but he could not see 
his hands, which were down by his waistband area. He estimated the distance to the 
suspect when he shot at the suspect was approximately five to ten feet. His backdrop 
was a cinder biock wall. 


Deputy stated he didn’t know Deputy Cheshier was on the other side of the 
fence, until he stepped up after the suspect stopped moving and he could see his 
hands, Deputy Cheshier also stepped up at the same time. 


He didn’t know where he was standing, but he knew he was in the yard, because he 
heard him when he yelled, “Drop the gun.” He did not believe there was any crossfire 
issues, due to a cinder block separating them next to the garage wall. 


Deputy Assisted Deputy DiGiovanni detain the suspects (Suspect [EE 
| — Em — 3 who exited the car, while Deputy Cheshier 
continued to detain the suspect who was in the rear of the yard. 


IAB NOTE: Refer to Exhibit A Homicide book pages 135-155 for the 
transcribed interview from Deputy Homicide interview 
with investigators. The IAB recorded interview is listed under 

Job # 29710. The transcription of the interview is attached. 


DEPARTMENT WITNESSES: 
Deputy Richard DiGiovanni, F — mS interviewed by IAB Sergeants Jimmy Rios 


and Scott Hill on August 5, 2010, at 1001 hours. The interview was conducted at 
Internal Affairs Bureau in Interview Room #А. 
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Deputy DiGiovanni was assigned as Lennox Unit 31A with his partner Deputy Cheshier 
on the early morning shift on May 6, 2009. They had just finished a rape call when they 
were assigned a prowler call, which was upgraded to burglary call. He was coordinating 
the call with his assisting unit Deputies RR Е 2 30-Sam, Sergeant 
Strickland. 


Upon arriving at the location, they set up a containment et 117" and St. Andrews, 
northeast of the location. He contacted the Lennox Desk on the L-TAC frequency to 
see if they could contact the informant and ascertain if the individuals were still in the 
house or determine where the suspects were. His assisting unit positioned themselves 
on 117" Street and Ruthelen Avenue. 


Deputy DiGiovanni was contacting the desk via his radio, when Deputy Cheshier stated 
he was going to position himself behind a parked vehicle on St. Andrews, so he could 
view the south side of the residence. He believed Sergeant Strickland followed Deputy 
Cheshier south on St. Andrews. 


Deputy DiGiovanni heard Deputy Cheshier say he saw the suspects coming out of the 
rear window оп the south side of the residence. He wasn't sure if he heard him on the 
direct frequency on his radio or if it was verbally. Deputy Cheshier told everyone the 
suspects were running west toward the backyard and then north. At some point, he lost 
sight of Deputy Cheshier, but he heard him say the suspects were going over the north 
wall. 


Deputy DiGiovanni started to follow Deputy Cheshier to keep a visual on his partner, 
when he saw Sergeant Strickland chase a suspect (Subject {J who had jumped 
over the wall. As he put out emergent traffic on his radio advising he was in a foot 
pursuit, the suspect fell onto the grass. Sergeant Strickland detained the suspect at 
gun point. He could hear Deputy Cheshier say, “let me see your hands, let me see your 
hands.” Then he heard three to four gunshots. He heard Deputy Cheshier advise on 
the radio he had been involved in a deputy involved shooting. 


Deputy DiGiovanni saw the suspect that was being detained by Sergeant Strickland 
was being cooperative, so he responded to see if the cther deputies needed any 
assistance. He walked to the garage and saw a suspect on the ground. He heard 
Deputy Cheshier advising on the radio he had been involved in a deputy involved 
shooting. As Deputy Cheshier was speaking on the radio, he noticed shadows in a 
vehicle, so he advised Deputy {Mand Deputy [additional suspects (Suspect 
and Subject ND were in a vehicle out on the street. 


Deputy >>: со him with detaining the additional suspects who were in the car. 
After the suspects were placed in a patrol car, he cleared the additional cars on the 
street for additional suspects. 
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Deputy DiGiovanni pulled the suspect (Danny James) out of the area, so the 
paramedics could treat him for his wounds. He did not remember who assisted him in 
pulling him out, but he believed he conducted a quick pat down search of the suspect's 
waistband area and then they pulled him out onto 117" Street toward Ruthelen Avenue. 
He remained with the suspect, while the fire department treated him for his injuries. 


Deputy DiGiovanni did not recall if he was with the entry team who entered the 
residence to clear the house. 


Deputy DiGiovanni described the lighting conditions as very dark, but thought there 
were street lights on St. Andrews. He had his flashlight, but he was not using the 
lashlight due to the incident happening within seconds. 


IAB NOTE: Deputy DiGiovanni's taped interview is listed under Job 
# 29719. The transcribed interview is submitted with the case. 


Deputy 0 ШЕЕ was interviewed by Internal Affairs Bureau 


Sergeants Jimmy Rios and Scoit Hill on August 3, 2010, at 1020 hours, at the Internal 
Affairs Bureau, interview room #A. 


Deputy г working on Wednesday, May 6, 2009, at approximately hours, 
with his partner Deputy His assignment was early morning unit Lennox 


Deputies ш responded to a “burglary now" call. They were assigned as 
the assisting unit on the call. They were coordinating on the L-TAC frequency with the 
handling Unit, 31A, Deputies Cheshier and DiGiovanni. They were directed to take а 
position on the west side of the location at the intersection of 117" and Ruthelen. 


Upon arriving at the scene, he started to walk south on Ruthelen in an attempt to get а 
visual of the rear of the house. Deputy remained at the side of the vehicle at the 
corner of the street. Shortly thereafter, ho heard someone say they were running 
through the yard. He didn't remember if he heard that on the radio or verbally. He saw 
Deputy running east on 117" street in an effort to close his containment spot. 
He moved to the corner and saw two people coming over the fence, so he tan toward 
his partner. He had his flashlight, but he wasn’t using it to see the suspects. He heard 
someone give the suspects verbal commands and the commands were similar to, “Get 
on the ground. Let me see your hands.” 


Deputy 2 one of the suspects run in a northeast direction and the second 
suspect jumped back over the wall again. He heard someone say,”Let me see your 
hands" and probably seconds later he heard gunshots. He was still in the street 
running toward his pariner, when he heard the gunshois. 
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Deputy [ran toward the driveway, when he saw the suspect in a seated position 
leaning against the block wall. Deputy was standing by the gate, which was 
slightly opened. He estimated the distance from his partner and the suspect was 
approximately five yards. At this time, he saw two females — | 
and — M MR exit a vehicle and walk toward their position and they were 
asking what happened. He and Deputy DiGiovanni detained the females and placed 
them in a patrol car. 


Deputy [stated the suspect (Danny James) was eventually moved from the 
location, because the residence was still not clear or secured. 


Deputy stated, when the suspects initially were running, he heard someone 
request the patch on the radio and advised the burglary suspects were running. Once 
the gunshots were fired, he heard the deputy involved in a shooting and a request for 
rescue. He did not know who made the radio communication. 


Deputy assisted with the clearing of the house to lock for additional suspect(s). 
The victims inside the location were too afraid to come out, so they had to use the door 
pick to open the screen gate in the rear of the location. No other suspects were located 
inside the residence. 


ТАВ NOTE: Deputy taped interview is listed under Job # 
29709. The transcribed interview is submitted with the case. 


Sergeant Michael Strickland, 8 was interviewed by Internal Affairs Bureau 
Sergeant Jimmy Rios on August 18, 2010, at 1651 hours, on the phone regarding the 
deputy involved shooting. 


Sergeant Strickland was working as the early morning field sergeant for the Vermont 
area and his call sign was 30 Sam on May 6, 2009. He responded to a “burglary or 
prowler now” call. Prior to arriving at the location, Deputies Cheshier and DiGiovanni 
were coordinating with an assisting unit, Deputies И: с ЖЕЙ He remembered 
they were short staffed that morning. 


Sergeant Strickland took a position on the corner with the handling unit. At this time, 
Deputy Cheshier advised him he was going to take a position to the south of their 
initial position, so he could have a visual on the south side of the house. Deputy 
Cheshier moved to the east of the residence and he saw him point his handgun toward 
the target location and yell something to the effect of, “Stop, show me your hands.” At 
that point, he started moving toward him and he estimated their distance apart was 
approximately 20-25 feet. As he started to move closer to Deputy Cheshier, he tripped 
and fell, severely injuring his right hand. He immediately got up and continued to run 
toward him. He did not see the suspects. 
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When Sergeant Strickland came around the comer of the house, Deputy Cheshier was 
on the west side of the wall, but he had stopped and was pointing north saying, "They're 
running to the north. They're running to the north. Go back around." 


Sergeant Strickland wasn't sure if he would be able to make it over the wall, because 
his hand was bleeding profusely, so he cut back to the east and ran north through the 
yard to the north side of the house. Once he arrived ai the front of the house, he saw a 
suspect (Subject Ш running in a northeast direction from the location. Не and 
Deputy DiGiovanni ran after the suspect approximately 15-20 feet, and detained the 
suspect at gun point in the front yard of the home, directly across the street from the 
target location. The suspect laid on the ground complying with his commands to get on 
the ground. Seconds later, he heard gunfire, and told Deputy DiGiovanni to respond 
and assist the deputies, while he remained and detained the suspect. 


Within a minute or two, another deputy assisted him by handcuffing the suspect and he 
responded to check on the deputies. Upon arriving at ihe fence, he saw Deputies 
Cheshier and Г 9 the suspect (Danny James) who was down on the ground 
and was bleeding. The suspect was uncooperative, while he was lying on his side. He 
observed the suspect moved his hand out of the sight of the deputies at least once that 
he remembered, and he believed the deputies used commendable restraint in not using 
any more force on the suspect. The deputies gave him verbal commands and he 
wasn't listening to their commands. 


The suspect was handcuffed and taken down the street, so the fire department could 
treat him for his injuries. The suspect was moved, because the house was not secure 
and it was not safe for the fire department to respond to the location to treat the 
suspect. 


Sergeant Strickland took part in clearing the residence and escorted the family out of 
the house to check for additional suspect(s). They did not find any additional suspects 
inside the residence. 


Sergeant Strickland transported Deputies Cheshier and [2 the station. 


IAB NOTE: Sergeant Strickland's taped interview is listed under Job 
it 29824. The transcribed interview is submitted with the case. 


NON-DEPARTMENT WITNESSES: 


FB/25, was interviewed on Wednesday, May 6, 2009, at 
approximately 0855 hours by Homicide Investigators Sergeant Rich Garcia and 
Detective Mitchell Robison. The interview was conducted at Lennox Station and was 
recorded. 
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Ms. | vcs in the southwest bedroom typing on her computer at approximately 
3:00 a.m., when she heard footsteps outside of her window. She was startled and 
jumped up and two or three minutes later, she heard the footsteps again and then 
heard them inside her house, right outside of her door. Before she called the station 
she called out and yelled out, “ Hey." A person sounding like a younger man replied, 
"Hey." She did not recognize the voice. She called 9-1-1 and was talking to the sheriff 
dispatcher. The sheriff dispatcher told her to calm down and reassured her the 
deputies were on the 3m The dispatcher told her to call out her И г = e. 


She yelled out, " but did not receive a response from her. 


Soon after, Ms. Bca a bunch of footsteps and noise, but couldn't differentiate 
where they were coming from. She heard someone say we have your house 
surrounded and she heard the helicopter overheard. She heard someone say “freeze” 
and heard three pops. She then heard several voices say, “ Do not move. Stay down. 
Stay down. Stay down.” 


Ms. refused to exit the house, until the deputies were inside the house. Ms. 
stated she rents a room at the location, which is owned by 


1АВ NOTE: Refer to the transcribed interview listed under Job #29162 
for Witness _ interview. 


FB/77, was interviewed on Wednesday, May 6, 2009, at 0815 
hours, by Homicide Investigators Sergeant Richard Garcia and Detective Mitch 
Robison. 


Ms. Гү: and has lived there for five 
years. She lives with & of her named and her two 


She was awakened in the morning by a helicopter circling over her 
house ard she heard two gunshots. She thought she was dreaming when she 
heard those shots. Ms. were in her bed asleep. 
She weni to the bathroom and went to the side door and opened the door and saw a 
man lying in the driveway. She thought to herself, "I'm going to ask my neighbor what 
had happened." 


Soon after , the deputies were breaking the door to get in her house. She thought it 
was “robbers or intruders” who were trying to get in her house. She was in her 
bedroom in the back of the house, near the garage, when they entered the house. 


Ms. stated no one (suspects) had permission to enter her house, especially at 
that time in the morning, and they didn't knock on her door. 


IAB NOTE: The interview was recorded and is listed under Job# 
29163. The transcribed interview is submitted. 
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SUSPECT DANNY JAMES' INTERVIEW: 


Homicide Investigators attempted on three occasions to speak to Suspect Danny 
James. Suspect Danny James refused to speak to investigators. 


IAB NOTE: The interviews were recorded and are listed under Job# 
29147- 48. The transcribed interview is submitted. 


SUSPECT НИ TERE: 


On May 6, 2009, at 1315 hours, Homicide Detectives Anderson and Okada interviewed 
ШШШ 55... 


Suspect | ERG she received a phone call from her Danny 
James, at approximately 2:00 a.m., to pick һїт and his at 
their Н house on St. Andrews Place. She drove to the location in her white 
Buick and was accompanied by hera Subject She drove 
to her | го and did not see him. She called him and told him to meet 
her by the park. She pulled over to the curb on 117th Street and began to talk with a 
friend on her cellular phone. While she was on the phone, she saw several police cars 
stop at Ruthelen Street. She saw several police cars stop near her car, and she was 
confused and didn’t know what to do. 


Suspect | heard people running and heard someone say, " get down, 
get down.” She saw two people jump over a gate, and one of them ran back to the gate 
and was shot several times. She got out of her car, and was told to get down. She 
complied and laid on the ground. As she was being handcuffed, she saw police drag 
the persan they shot onto the street, and recognized her ш Danny James. 


IAB NOTE: The interviews were recorded and are listed under Job# 
29152. The transcribed interview is submitted. 


Eua  NTERVIEW: 


On May 6, 2009, at 1022 hours, Homicide Investigators Anderson and Okada 


interviewed RM Lennox Station. 


dmitted to being Danny James MEE She stated her Ec 
Danny James got into an argument earlier at her house. She left with Danny James 


and later was picked up by Danny's Mam NN: ШИ the City of 
nti 


Gardena. They drove around for awhile, u anny and her were dropped off at 
Imperial Highway and Western Avenue. 
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land Danny James were walking around trying to find a place to sleep. 
They went to Donny o MM RR с. She was standing on the south side of the 


corner of the house when she heard a police radio. She saw an officer flash a light at 
her and say "freeze." She saw his gun and she ran away, across the street and 
dropped to the ground. While she was on the ground she heard gunshots. She heard 
someone say, “stop, stop, don’t move.” She saw the police dragging someone from 
where she heard the shooting. 


B- i- going into the house апа did not know the location of Suspect 
Danny James. She admitted to seeing a computer screen on the ground, but did not 
know how the screen got there. 


IAB NOTE: The interview was recorded and is listed under Jobs 
29160. The transcribed interview is submitted. 


suBJECT — à — [Dun 


On May 6, 2009, at 0908 hours, Homicide Detectives Anderson and Okada interviewed 
EBENE ооо Station. 


Subject [admitted to being on probation and had been 
Г -« Danny and lare her was drivin: 
her back to her house, when she saw a lot of police cars approach. Fo] 


parked her car and a short time later she heard a lot of shooting. She saw one person 
run, and the police shot him for no reason. He did not have anything in his hand, so 
she didn't understand why he was shot. She stated she was able to see the shooting, 
while she was still inside the car. She denied burglarizing anyone's home and denied 
being any part of a plan to burglarize homes. 


IAB NOTE: It should be noted the vehicle where Subject — [T 
seated in, was parked on the north side of 117" Street. The shooting 
occurred ín the rear yard and there is а 6' high cinder block wall 
between the rear yard and the street. The interview was recorded 
and is listed under Job# 29155. The transcribed interview is 
submitted. Exhibit E is a photo disc depicting the location and area. 
Included in the photo disc are aerial shots of the location and area. 


COMPLETED BY: Sergeant Jimmy Rios, Internal Affairs Bureau 
DATE: September 3, 2010 
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